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7. While the International Criminal Court normally exercises its jurisdiction over
individuals for the most serious crimes of international concern, it may exercise its
jurisdiction over a State in cases of the crime of aggression, given the significant impact
of the crime on international peace and security.

4. The Charter of the United Nations stipulates that decisions of the Security Council on
non-procedural matters shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members including
the concurring votes of the permanent members; provided that a party to a dispute
shall abstain from voting in any decision relating to the dispute.

7. In the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons case™*', the International Court
of Justice opined that, while a threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be
contrary to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, the Court cannot
conclude definitively whether the threat or use of nuclear weapons would be lawful or
unlawful in an extreme circumstance of self-defence, in which the very survival of a
State would be at stake.

I. In 1950, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution called
“Uniting for Peace,” which stated that if the Security Council, because of lack of
unanimity of the permanent members, fails to exercise its primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security in any case where there appears to be
a threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression, the General Assembly
shall consider the matter immediately with a view to making appropriate

recommendations to Members for collective measures.
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(%) *! Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons case : International Court of Justice,

Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion of 8 July 1996
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